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Teaching 
Suggestions 


Small children often struggle with the concept of a “new year.” To illustrate the idea of one year 
ending and new one beginning bring in two yearly calendars. Begin at January and flip the page 
of each month saying the name of each month as you go. When you get to the end of that 
calendar, ask students, “What happens next?” Explain that it starts over again, but with a new 
year. Put that calendar aside, and take out the new calendar and show students how it starts 
over again with January. This illustration will lead into this teaching pack’s theme of “New 
Beginnings” in Christ. 

Essential question — What is God's plan for our lives? 

Learning Goal: Students will learn that when a person places his/her faith in Jesus, God 
transforms their life. God has a purpose for each believer as they follow and serve Jesus. 

Make the third lesson's worksheet more interactive by giving students small star stickers to 
decorate the night sky. 


While these lessons and coloring sheets are designed to be used in consecutive order to teach 
the theme of "New Beginnings in Christ" they could also be picked up at a moment's notice and 
used for any need in any order! 


Send home the memory verse tickets at the beginning of the unit for the kids to memorize. At 
the end of the unit, have them recite it for a prize! 


Use the included child-friendly versions of the stories to teach. 

You could run the stories on the back of the coloring sheets to send home. 

Use the questions after the lesson or send them home with parents to review all week. 
4% week lesson options: 


— Review the three characters we studied this month and use the WHOOO is made new in 
Christ? Bible verse craftivity included here as a 4*^ week lesson. 


Solidify the concept of being made new with the story of a butterfly's transformation. 
Consider reading the book A Caterpillar's Dream by Sally Harris. It's available as a hard 
copy or Kindle book. Then follow up the book with a simple butterfly craft that can be 
found at any of the following websites: 
http://www.craftymorning.com/cupcake-liner-clothespin-butterfly-craft 
http://www.localfunforkids.com/crafts/2011/4/13/how-to-make-egg-carton- 
caterpillars-that-turn-into-butterfli.html 
http://ourcraftsnthings.com/2008/08/butterflies 
Gift Idea: http://www.yourmodernfamily.com/butterfly-crafts-with-coffee-filters 
Butterfly life cycle tutorial - https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=V5RSpMQQOpw 
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JANUARY 
MONTHLY SCHEDULE 


Dear Parents/Guardians: Please help your child prepare and 
review the material this month. Also, help him/her practice the 
monthly memory verse at the bottom of the page. At the end of 
the month, if he/she can say the memory verse, we have prizes! 


Lesson 1: An orphan becomes a Queen 
Key Verse: The Lord makes everything beautiful in 
His time. Ecclesiastes 3:11 


Lesson 2: A man sees the light. 

Key Verse: Jesus says, "I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me." 
John 14:6 


Lesson 3: How to be born again 

Key Verse: Jesus said, "For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." John 3:16 


Review and recap 

Caterpillar Story and butterfly craft 
**Say your 
memory verse Can also use the owl craft ©. 
day!** 


If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
2 Corinthians 5:17a 


January Memory Verse 


2 Corinthians 5:17a 


. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
: 2 Corinthians 5:17a 


If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
| 2 Corinthians 5:17a 


. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
SS 2 Corinthians 5:17a 


_ If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
= 2 Corinthians 5:17a 


_ If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. 
> 2 Corinthians 5:17a 


If any man be in Christ, he is anew creature. 
- 2 Corinthians 5:17a 
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Esther was an orphan girl who was raised by a man named бк, 
who was her cousin. An orphan is а child who doesn’t have a father ог 
mother. Esther was a very happy girl even though she didn’t have very 


»« much. One day the King of the land where Esther lived decided he 


| wanted a wife, and he wanted to see all the girls in the kingdom. Esther 
was nervous about going to the palace because she was a Jew, and the 
King was known for fighting against them. Mordecai warned Esther not to 
tell anybody she was a Jew when she visited the palace. Nonetheless, 
Esther went to the palace thinking that there was no way the King would 
choose an orphan girl to be his Queen. In fact, she even prayed asking 
God to help the King not pick her, but Mordecai told Esther that we must 
only pray for what God wants for us. Esther did not know that God had 

- an important job ahead of her. Esther was a beautiful girl inside and out 

| with long dark hair and a sweet personality, and when the King saw her 
at the palace, he knew he wanted her to be his wife. Esther then became 
the Queen. After a time, the King made a decree that all the Jews should 
be killed, but he didn't know that his Queen Esther was a Jew. When 
Mordecai learned of the new decree, he begged Esther to convince the 
King to let the Jews live. Esther was courageously willing to do God's will, 
| and the King heard Esther's plea. The Jews were spared and so was the 
life of Queen Esther. This orphan girl was now a Queen who ruled with 
the King over the greatest empire at that time. She was able to save her 
people because she was willing to follow God's plan in her life for a new 
beginning. 


Possible Video Recap: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v-ziWnMGSw97Wg&t-Os&index-27&li 


Lesson 1: Review = m: 
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1) Who raised Esther? Her cousin 

2) Why didn’t her parents raise her? She was an 
orphan 

3) What’s an orphan? A child who doesn’t have a 
father and mother that they know. 

4) What did the King want? A wife 

5) Why did Esther have to go to the palace? Because 
the King wanted to see all the young ladies in the 
palace. 

6) Who did the King pick as his wife? Esther 

7) Did Esther want the King to pick her? No 

8) Why did the King want her to become his Queen? 
Because she was beautiful and had a sweet 
personality. 

9) What group of people did the King hate? Jews 

10)Was Esther and her cousin Jews? Yes 

11)Esther had become the new Queen, so was she 
able to talk to the King to keep him from killing 
the Jews? Yes 

12)Was Esther able to fulfill her new purpose and 
save the Jews? Yes 
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ia Once there was a man named Saul. Saul was doing everything he could to destroy 

xm believers in Jesus and stop the Good News from being spread. No matter how hard he 
E fought against believers, God's Word spread and lives were being changed when they 

£2 believed that Jesus was the Savior of the World. This made Saul very angry, but he didn't 


realize he was actually an enemy of God. One day Saul had been given permission to go to 


Damascus to arrest and imprison anyone there who taught about Jesus. As һе journeyed, Ж 
he came near Damascus: and suddenly a there was bright light shining from heaven. The e 
light was shining so brightly that everyone traveling with Saul covered their eyes and fell to M | 


the ground. Saul fell down, and heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul, why do you torture me?" 
Saul said, "Who is speaking to me?" And the Lord said, “1 am Jesus whom you 

persecute." When Saul was hurting believers, he was hurting Jesus, too. The men who 
traveled with Saul were surprised, too, because they could hear somebody speaking but 
no one was there. Saul became very afraid and was trembling and surprised. When Saul 
heard this voice from heaven, he knew that he had been wrong and that he had been *. 
fighting against God's Son. Finally, Saul got up; and his eyes were opened, but he still Hala 
couldn't see. Saul was blind for three days. When Saul finally made it to Damascus, a man A$ 
named Ananias placed his hands on Saul. Immediately, the blindness left Saul's eyes, just i „Az 
as the Lord told him it would. He could see again, and he realized, too, that Jesus is the 1 p 
way, the truth, and the life. God has power to transform a person's life. Saul once tried to "X : 


o; stop people from believing in Jesus; now he believed in Jesus and was God’s child. Saul N 
2° was a different person with a new job to do. Now he was to go and share the Good News  ” LA 
Sg with others that Jesus is the Son of God. To see Saul preaching so boldly about Jesus d 


7) amazed the people who heard him. People wondered if this was the same man who once £ IR 


Ts was imprisoning followers of Jesus. Indeed it was. Jesus radically changed him, and Saul ze 
З even began using the пате Paul to show that һе put his old life behind him. After his 3 
Б, transformation, he realized that Jesus is for all people. It was such а miraculous $^ A 
ze. transformation — he had a new beginning when he saw the truth and light, which was ай, 
e 


Jesus Christ. 


Possible Video Recap: https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=9eRXq- 
cKmrO&t-Os&index-28&listZPLmRgHnSSN6dtBHpa knuA5LDfAk6DhiJr 
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Questions 


Did Saul want people to believe in Jesus? No 

What did he do? He fought against them and tried to 
stop the Good News from being spread 

Where was Saul going in this story? To Damascus 
Why was he headed to Damascus? To put people in 
prison who had been teaching about Jesus 

What appeared to Saul on the road to Damascus? A 
bright light 

Who was speaking through the light? Jesus 

What did Jesus ask Saul? Jesus wanted to know why 
Saul was torturing Him and His people. 

Did Saul feel sorry for what he had done? Yes 

What did the light do to Saul's eyes? Blinded him for 
three days 


10) When Saul made it to Damascus, were his eyes healed? 


Yes 


11) How did Saul's behavior change after his experience on 


the road to Damascus? He starting preaching about 
Jesus 


12) What else about Saul changed? His name. He became 


known as Paul. 
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Instructions for the Paul — Saul Foldable: 


PRINT PAGES FRONT TO BACK “PRINT TWO SIDED” ON SHORT 
EDGE. 


OR PRINT EACH PAGE AND RUN THEM FRONT TO BACK ON A 
COPIER TO MAKE THEM LINE UP. 


CUT THE MARGINS OFF AND FOLD. 


i00} ‘ПОЛ 
UJJOJSUEJ] 
ued ƏH pue 


“ined 
рәшлојѕиед 


NAME: 


If any man be in Christ, he 


is anew creature. 
2 Corinthians 5:17a 


How to be Born мапе 


There was а man named Nicodemus who had studied а lot in the Bible, but 
even though he had studied a lot, he still had some questions. One night, 
very late Nicodemus went to visit Jesus because he knew there was 
something different and special about Jesus. Nicodemus said to Jesus, “I 
know that you are a teacher come from God: for no man can do these 
miracles that you do, except God be with him.” Jesus answered and said unto 
him, “Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus was a little puzzled by what Jesus told 
him. Nicodemus asked, “How сап а man be born when he is old? Can he 
enter the second time into his mother's belly, and be born again?" Jesus 
explained, "Unless a man be born of water and of the Spirit, (which means he 
is saved and his heart is made clean), he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit Jesus didn't want Nic to be confused, but rather to understand 
that a person must be saved and made new to go to heaven. However, Nic 
was still uncertain of how to be born again. Jesus told Nicodemus, "For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not 
his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved." Jesus wants us to understand that when He knocks on your 
heart, you confess your sins, and you let him in — then you are born again, 
made new, and someday you will go to live in heaven. When we invite Jesus 
to come into our heart, we become a new creation. God doesn't just clean us 
up and slap on a little paint, he makes us into a new person from the inside 
out. 


Possible Video Recap: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v-lGTwmXYSEFU&t-21s&index-29&list-P 
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Lesson 3: Review 
Questions 2 \ 
*4| 


Nicodemus had some for Jesus. 
Questions 

When did Nic visit Jesus? At night 

Did Nic believe Jesus was a teacher from God? Yes 
What didn't Nic understand? He didn't understand 
how someone could be born again. 

What did Jesus say being born again means? It means 
believing on Jesus with your heart. 

Does it mean entering your mother's belly again? No 
What happens we accept Jesus in our hearts? He 
makes us new creatures. 

Why does God give us salvation? For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. 

How do we get to go to heaven? We accept Jesus in 
our hearts 


10) When God makes us new he does on the 


and on the 
Inside and outside 
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Instructions for the New Creature Foldable 


PRINT PAGES FRONT TO BACK “PRINT TWO SIDED” ON LONG 
EDGE. 


OR PRINT EACH PAGE AND RUN THEM FRONT TO BACK ON A 
COPIER TO MAKE THEM LINE UP. 


FOLD AND CUT ON THE DOTTED LINES ON THE FIRST PAGE. 


Name: 


IF ANY MAN BE IN 
HRIST 
C » 


NICODEMUS 


CRUS CEP CRGO 
Happy New Year © 


A new year brings new beginnings with Jesus! 


VANUARY 


LAS asus 
January, . 


SEPTEMBER $7 
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Color & Cut New Year Craft: 
Whoooo is Made New? 


Directions: Color the following pieces of the owl. Then, cut them out. Finally, glue the owl 
down onto colored construction paper. You could even get wiggly eyes to add to the owls. 
Be sure to glue down the verse, too! 


C> с > 


Whoooo is made new? 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature.” - 2 Corinthians 5:17a 
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eyes to add to the owls. Be sure to glue down the verse, too! 


Whoooo is made new? * 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new © 
creature." - 2 Corinthians 5:17a 
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Glitter meets glue 
Clips by jen 

Kari Bolt 

Educlips 
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Terms of Use for this Resource > 


Created by Julie Faulkner, 2018 

Please, one classroom use only. Additional licenses are sold at checkout. This license is nontransferable. 
Not eligible for online environments unless password protected. Posting openly online is prohibited. 
This work is my original work, and taking portions of it to create something else for resale is prohibited. 


СИНӘ Thank You 


| have taught English and journalism for over a decade. | have experience at the middle school, high 
school, and college level. Rural and suburban. Regular, honors, and inclusion. | also teachPrek-k in 
Children's Church and have taught K-2 іп Awanas. | have worked as a CCSS ELA training specialist. have a 
М.А. in English and an Ed.S. in Instructional Leadership. I’ve been a Common Core Coach for the state of 
TN, and have presented at numerous conferences, workshops, and trainings on various best teaching 
practices. Additionally, | have several articles published in national teaching journals. To me, my job is 
about teaching students to see, make, and appreciate real-world connections. The world around them is 
full of opportunity, and | want them to notice that and seize it. | want them not to just swallow 
information, but rather truly dissect and digest it to make informed decisions and choices. My teaching 
style is engaging, student-centered, collaborative, hands-on, critical-thinking inducing, fun, innovative, 
and standards-driven. | would love for you to FOLLOW MY STORE so you'll be notified when | аафпём 
items. 


